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24 January 2023 

 

Dear Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Parents 

As a school we are having a big push on letter formation and handwriting.  

The curriculum states that in the Early Years Foundation Stage (reception) and in KS1 

children should be using a secure and comfortable ‘tripod’ grip to hold their writing and mark-

making tools.  

This is a tripod grip for a right handed and left handed person: 

 

In order to achieve ‘expected’ in reception at the end of the year, children must be able to 

form lowercase letters correctly. To achieve ‘expected’ in KS1 children should be correctly 

forming lowercase letters, capital letters and numbers at an appropriate size.  

Please encourage your child to use a tripod grip at home to support the work we will be doing 

in school to teach this. Please also take some time to practise letter formation for small 

periods of time as often as possible. 

Practise, practise, practise makes the difference! 

 

 

http://www.st-andrews-laverstock.wilts.sch.uk/
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Fine Motor activities 

Here are some suggestions of additional activities to do if your child is finding it difficult to 

hold their tools with a tripod grip. These activities will strengthen their fine motor muscles. 

- Threading with small beads and buttons onto pipe cleaners or thread 

- Playing with dough: pinching, patting, squeezing and rolling it with their hands 

- Picking objects up with tweezers 

- Squeezing clothes pegs onto paper or string washing lines 

- Placing breakfast hoops onto spaghetti pasta 

- Putting paper clips onto paper 

- Stretching elastic bands onto plastic cups 
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How we form lowercase and capital letters at St Andrew’s Primary School:- 

 

 

 


