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2 December 2022 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Term 2 Update 

 

What a fantastic term 2 we are having at St Andrew’s.  During visits to the classrooms, it 

has been lovely to see the children engaged in their learning and keen to share their 

successes. 

 

Class 3 had a fantastic trip to Stonehenge where they were praised for their exemplary 

behaviour, great listening skills and sensible questions – well done Class 3! 

 

Reception and Key Stage 1 walked across to the Sports Club to meet Green Watch 

(including a real life Fireman Sam) from Dorset and Wilts Fire Service who brought a fire 

engine to educate the children about the tender. The children were able to sit in the cab 

and ‘drive’ to an emergency. 

 

A HUGE thank you to Friends of St Andrew’s (FOSA) who organised the fantastic Christmas 

Bazaar last Saturday, and to the helpers who volunteered their time beforehand and on 

the day. It was so well organised – what a great team! Thank you to everyone who 

attended too; without your support, the Bazaar would not go ahead and FOSA would not 

be able to support the school with the cost of enrichment opportunities such as visits and 

visitors. 

 

Staffing Update 

We are very sad to be saying goodbye to Miss Willetts at the end of Term 2. She is leaving 

us to pursue new opportunities. Mrs Foord, who currently works in Class 6, will be moving to 

Class 1 to continue supporting the children. She spends time in Class 1 every morning at 

the moment, so the children already know her well.  We are also sad to lose Miss Leedham 

who is also moving on to pastures new at the end of term.  We wish them both lots of luck 

in their new ventures. 

 

Mrs Bottle, who has been providing supply cover in Year 6, will also be standing down from 

her regular teaching commitment; Mrs Bloom will be teaching Year 6 each Thursday from 

Term 3. 

 

Attendance and Punctuality  

This is just a gentle reminder of the importance of regular attendance at school. 

 

Did you know... 
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Research suggests that a pupil who misses 17 days of school a year will drop 1 GCSE 

grade in attainment. (DfE). 

 

 95% equates to half a day off every two weeks in a school year 

 90% equates to a whole day off every two weeks in a school year 

 85% equates to one and a half days off every two weeks in a school year 

 80% equates to one whole day off every week in a school year 

 

A secondary age pupil whose attendance is 80% will have missed ONE WHOLE YEAR of 

education by the time they leave school. 

I would also like to remind you that school starts at 8.40am. The children should be on the 

playground ready to line up by this time. 

 

Safeguarding 

I have noticed recently that a number of children are riding bikes and scooters on school 

grounds. To try and keep everyone safe, please ask your children to dismount before 

entering the school gates.  

 

Also, the children should not be using the play equipment after school. Our rules within 

school are that the play equipment should only be used when supervised by a member of 

staff. This is to try and keep the children safe. If children play on the equipment after 

school, we can take no responsibility for the children’s safety.  

 

Please could I also ask parents not to park or turn in the lane as this is really dangerous for 

children and parents as they arrive at and leave the school site. Thank you for your 

continued support in keeping all of our school community safe and well.  

 

Reminders 

 Costumes should now be in school for the Christmas plays. 

 7th and Friday 9th December – Christmas performances 

 9th December - Christmas Jumper Day (donations for NSPCC) 

 No clubs in the final week of term(clubs re-start in second week back in January) 

 12th December - Nativity in Church (Year R parents are welcome to attend) 

 14th December - Christmas Disco (please see attached letter from FOSA) 

 15th December - Christmas Dinner  

 If you have not already done so, please remember to pay a £2 contribution for your 

child’s present – thank you to those who have already paid. 

 16th December – Party Day 

 

Swimming  

Swimming starts again on Thursday 5 January.  We will be going to Five Rivers Leisure 

Centre for lessons after morning break.  Years 4 and 5 will be swimming in Terms 3 and 4, 

and Years 3 and 6 will swim in Terms 5 and 6.   We ask for a contribution of £3.50 per week 

(£42 for the whole period) payable on Pay360; this goes towards the cost of transport. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Joanne Fernie 

Headteacher 


