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St. Andrew’s Primary School - Knowledge Organiser 2023-24 

Topic: Anglo-Saxons and Vikings Year 5 Term 4 

Key Vocabulary 

exile To be sent away. 

longship A long, wooden narrow boat used by the Vikings. 

outlawed Having all property taken away and no longer being 
able to live in the community. 

pagans A religion where many gods and goddesses are 
worshipped. 

pillaged To violently steal something. 

wergild A payment system used to settle disputes between 
a criminal and the victim of their family. 

Facts for Life 

1. When the Anglo-Saxons first Settled in Britain, there were seven 
kingdoms, but by AD 878 there was just one kingdom left (Wessex) as the 
others had been overrun by the Vikings. Many Anglo-Saxon kings tried to 
resist the Vikings and fought hard to keep control of their land. King Alfred 
the Great was the best known Anglo-Saxon king and the first to defeat the 
Vikings in battle. 

2. The Vikings had settled permanently in Britain by AD 878, having started 
invading and settling in Scotland before heading south to York. 

3. The Vikings raided places such as monasteries and pillaged expensive 
items, such as gold, jewels, imported foods and other useful materials in 
order to trade. 
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The kings of Anglo-Saxon Britain each ruled their own kingdoms and the people in it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


