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Inside you'll find Lots of things to work through thab will
help you with your writing skills and build on the work you
do at school,

I'm your virtual teacher, so let's explore together and get
your jourhey started!
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Inkroduction

There are many stories that have trolls in them. Trolls, like dragons, giants and
unicorns, have been talked and written about for hundreds of years. One very well-
known story, | am sure you will know, is about a very angry troll that tried to stop
goats going over a bridge to feed on the rich, green grass.

But is this what all trolls are really like?

The information that follows has been written by Professor Folklore, an expert on
Trolls from the University of Myth and Legend.

He provides some basic information on these strange, often misunderstood mythical
creatures. You can decide what you think maybe true and what needs more research
to establish the truth.

Professor Folklore needs other experts to write more about trolls so that the ‘truth’
can be shared across the world. He wondered whether you could also become an
expert on trolls. Can you dream up some of your own interesting and amazing
information to set the record straight and not let trolls just be known as nasty, mean
creatures?

You can listen to a recording of the story of The Truth about Trolls text below here:
https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/trolls
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The Trubth about Trolls

Many people believe trolls are angry,
mean beasts that terrify goats and
people. However, this is not true. Here
is the truth about trolls.

What do trolls look like?

Like the ogre, trolls are huge. They look
fierce and ugly but to another troll they
are kind and beautiful. The adult troll
has small, beady eyes, a bulbous, warty
nose and sharp, yellow teeth. Most
trolls have long, curly horns on their
heads similar to a goat. Interestingly, a
few trolls do not have any horns at all.
No one knows why.

Where do trolls live?

Trolls are usually found in very cold countries like Iceland. They make
their homes in caves near
volcanoes which provide
both warmth and shelter.
They live peacefully in
small family groups,
hidden away from people.
One troll, who was very
grumpy, lived alone under
a wooden bridge. Because
he bullied the local goats,
he gave all trolls a very
bad name.

Photo by Michael Behrens on Unsplash
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What do trolls eat?

Trolls enjoy eating all types of seafood. Trolls fish in total darkness so
that they are not seen by anyone. They mostly eat their food raw.
Sometimes, when the volcanoes have erupted, they cook their food on the
hot rocks. In addition, they gather large mushrooms and dig up juicy roots
that grow in the forest. Surprisingly, goats are not on the menul

Did you know?

Amazingly, trolls like to have fun. They love singing and dancing. When
they sing, it sounds like a rumble of thunder. When they dance, it feels
like an earthquake. Sadly, because of the troll that upset the goats, all
trolls now hide away from view.

They can still be seen, though, if you look really hard and believe. The
rocks here are actually just sleeping trolls!

Professor Folklore
“Fr iogthedr ol |’
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Glossary
| S N&@ehelp with the tricky technicalvocabulary:

earthquake Suddershakingof the
groundwhenthe Earth® surfacemoves.
Cancauseterrible destruction.

volcana a holein the Earth,usuallya
mountain,whereveryhot, moltenrock
(magma)and hot gasfrom the centreof
the Eartheruptsc cancauseterrible
destruction

erupt: the actionthat happensvhena
volcanospitsout hot moltenrock
(magma)andgasc¢ cancauseterrible
destruction

cave Holeor spacen rockbig enoughfor
a personto gointo.

Further Information on Earthquakes from BBC Bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zj89139
Further Information on Volcanoes from BBC Bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zd9cxyc
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zj89t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zd9cxyc

What do the words mean?

Readthe information on trolls again.All of the words below are in bold. Seeif
you canwork out what they meanand jot down your ideashere.

If you are stuck,there is alist of similarwords below to help you. If you are
still stuck,you couldasksomeoneelsein your hometo tell you, usea
dictionary or the internet.

TargetWord Definition that fits with the information text

mean

terrify

ogre

fierce

bulbous

warty

shelter

peacefully

bullied

raw

gather

SimilarWordsHelp Box

scare uncooked collect quietly (notatwar) nasty home

big and swollen  lumpy angry giant frightened
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Grammar Games

[ S ingedtigatesomeof the words and phrasesthat help you to
write interestinginformation text.

The Adjective Game:
Adjectivesare useddescribea noun. Forexample:

The tired, old man wandered over the busy road.

To make information writing interesting for the reader you can add adjectives to
describe different nouns. In ‘The Truth about Trolls’, the writer, Professor Folklore,
has decided to describe the eyes, nose and teeth of the trolls using two adjectives.

These have been separated using a comma as this is a list.

small,beadyeyes , eyes
bulbous warty nose P nose
sharp,yellow teeth , teeth

o

P
ﬁi/” _ Try and think of some interesting adjectives to describe different bits of a
troll. Try to make your troll seem friendly or unfriendly.

The troll has:

. horns

\ hair

1 ears

. hands

Challengel: Choosesomeother parts of atroll to describeusingtwo adjectives.
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Challenge2: Couldyou usetwo adjectivesthat start with the samesoundc this
repetition is calledalliteration?

For example,
bright, bulbous eyes
huge, hairy ears

Writing Tipc & | levieryword earnedits LJt | OS K ¢

Make sure both adjectives you have used to describe your troll are telling the reader
something different. For example, large, big nose doesn’t work because large and big
are really saying the same thing.

Sentence of 3 game

Youcanseethat 3 featureshavebeenusedto help describethe troll:
The troll has beady eyes, a bulbous nose and yellow teeth.

Now use your nouns and adjectives from above to write new sentences of three to
describe your troll.

The troll has ; and

o b
Youneeda commaatfter the first of the threethings. Thenuseand after the secondof
the threethingsyouare describing.

The troll has wicked eves, a hooked nose and terrible breath .

Creativechallenge:Useyour ideasto draw your troll ¢ labelthe different features.
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Adverbsare roving reporters becausethey canmove around sentences
describingaction or whole clauses.Theytell you more about the how, where,
when andwhy of everything.[ S $e@someof the thingsthat they cando.

Add - On Adverbs Game

Information texts havelots of W F | @bauta®pic. It is helpful to havewords that
W| R &a&etsfor the readerandnot just useand X and X and... .

For example, in the ‘Truth about Trolls’, ‘In addition’ has been used as a sentence
starter to ‘add on’ other things that trolls like to eat:

In addition, they gather large mushrooms and dig up juicy roots that grow
in the forest.

You need to use a comma after In additionwhen it is at the start of the sentence.

Read the sentence above again out loud and change In additionto Additionally, Also
or Furthermore.These are other adverbs that help you add on information.

What else do you think trolls might like to eat?
Write out a list of food here. Try thinking about food you really like or dislike.

ChallengeNow tell me arangeof food that trolls like to eat ¢ makingit seemreally
tasty or disgusting!Rememberyou canbe creativeand makethingsup asyou are
now the experton trolls!

£
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Now usethe W I R a@verbsbelow to write somenew sentences.
Usethesesentencedo help you.

In addition , they enjoy eating large mushrooms and juicy roots .

Also, they enfoy eating poisonous mushrooms and rotting roots .

In addition,
Also,
Additionally,
Furthermore,

Tip¢ Sayyoursentencealoudfirst beforeyouwrite it down. Doesit soundright?

Remembeto usea capitalletter to start,a commaafterthe W | R {afverbanda
full stopat the endof yoursentence.
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Engaging Adverbs Game

Adverbscanbe usedat the start of a sentenceto makethe information
engagethe reader.In W ¢ Kr&th about ¢ NP ProféssdiFolklorehasused
Interestingly, Surprisinglyand Amazinglyto start someof his sentences:

Interestingly, a few trolls do not have any horns at all.
Surprisingly, goats are not on the menul!
Amazingly, trolls like to have lots of fun.

Try and think of something interesting, something surprising and something_ amazing
about your trolls and use adverbs based on these emotions to introduce this
information when you write your own engaging sentences.

Yl Remembeto usea commaatfter the adverbat the start of the sentence.

Interestingly

Surprisingly

Amazingly ,

12
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Drop -in Game

Havea go at dropping extra information into a sentenceusinga relative clausethat
startswith who. In W ¢ Kr&h about¢ NP ProféssdiFEolklorefirst wrote:

One troll lived alone under a bridge.

Then he added in another bit of information using who.

One troll, who_was very grumpy, lived alone under a wooden bridge.

What else could you ‘drop-in’ to tell the reader something else about the troll?

One troll , who , lived under a bridge.

Use this sentence to drop-in extra information for the reader starting with who.

Remember to use a comma before and after the dropped in information.
Tip — use a different coloured pen for your drop-in information.

13
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Now, f S thifkéabout writing somenew information about trolls.

= =2 =4 =449

In ‘“The truth About Trolls’, Professor Folklore used questions as sub-
headings to help organise his writing and make it easier for the reader.

Here is the underlying structure of the professor® information text
about trolls.

UnderlyingStructure

Heading: The Truth About Trolls
Introduction to get reader interested in topic

What do trolls look like?

Where do trolls live?

What do trolls eat?

Did you know?
Keepyourbestfactsfor the end!

ChallengeWhat other sectionscould you add?

What is troll school like?

What jobs do trolls do?

How do trolls look after their babies?
What do trolls do on holiday?

What is in a troll’s cave?
PP bbb blllbbbbbb)
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Usethe plannerbelow to jot down someideasfor your
information on trolls.

* Youcanusethe ideasfrom the word and sentencegames.
Rememberyou are the new expert!

Underlyingstructure Newldeas

1 Heading

1 Introduction to get
reader interested in
trolls

What do trolls look
like?

Where do trolls live?

What do trolls eat?

Did you know?

Keep your best facts
for the end!
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Usethe modeltext andyour planto draft and edit your new
information on trolls.

Challenges

Remember to:
9 give the reader a picture in their head by using adjectives to describe the
features of your troll;
build up a picture for the reader using a sentence of 3 to describe your troll;
link your ideas by using adverbs at the start of your sentences to tell the reader
you are adding on information — see poster A;
9 engage your reader by using adverbs of emotion at the start of a sentence —
see poster B.
9 drop-in extra information for the reader by using a relative clause starting

T
T

with who.
Poster A Poster B

Add-on Adverbs Engaging Adverbs

Additionally, Interestingly,
Also, Surprisingly,
In Addition, Amazingly,
Furthermore,
Remember to use a comma Remember to use a comma
when you use these words to when you use these words to
start a sentence. start a sentence.

Readyour work through and checkthat it flows and makessense

Rememberto checkthe spellingand punctuation andillustrate your text with
picturesor drawings.

Now decidehow you are goingto publishyour information.
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We've reached the end of our Journey. I hope you've had fun!

| really enjoyed é

| would rate my journey through this booklet (tick hot or cold):
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This workbook has helped me learn é
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DeanThompson former teacherand ProgrammeDirector for Primary School
Improvementwith the National Strategies now works with Talkfor Writing to help
schoolsdevelopthe approach.

Tofind out more about Talkfor Writing, visit www.talk4writing.com.

This resource is copyright. All materials herein, texts and supporting resources are
copyright to Dean Thompson & Talk for Writing. They are to be used to support
children/staff/parents in home-learning ONLY and not for commercial gain or for
training or sharing widely, in their original form or any variations. They must also not
be shared online or on any social media platforms.

Thanks to Jon Ralphs for the cartoons: jonralphs.com
Photos by Anastasiia Chepinska, Jonathan Gallegos, Michael Behrens, Max Saeling
& Matty Adame on Unsplash.com
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